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Playing to the online crowd
is now the name of the game

By Janelle Nanos
GLORE STAFF
fa board game is played at a kitch-
en tahle and no one is there to film
it, did it really happen?

Boston Globe

Fripay, DEcemMBER 23, 2016

Gone are the days of hunched shoul-
ders and rolled dice. Today the focus is on.
creating moments of zany physical come-
dy that can translate into viral moments
npefnr sharing online — a phenomenon

did not bother with sui!\ exictential
questions, content in the knowledge that
FParcheesi and Sorry battles rarely left the
confines of family game night.

But faced with the reality that it's in-
1y hard to draw digitally native
children — and adults — to nondigital
play, toy makers have begun developing a
new category of board games that em-
brace, not avoid, our smartphone habits.

to 4 surge in game
sa'lz.

It's called the “YouTube effect * Games
have seena 20 percent spike in

toys, and that's before sales
during the busy holiday season
are tallied, said Juli Lennett, a
toy industry analyst with the
GAMES, Page A3

Games like Speak Out
and Fantastic Gymnasties
are designed to generate
viral moments that can
be readily shared.

With an average of 5

000 weekday visitors and 15,000 on the

weekend, Boston's winter village is turning City Hall Plaza into

A HOLIDAY
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Trump calls
for greater
nuclear
capability

Intent of tweet unclear;

arsenals have been pared
By Michael D. Shear and James Glanz
S ki

prm—

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — President-elect
Donald Trump said Thursday that the United
States should greatly “expand its nuclear capabil-
ity appearing to suggest an end to decades of ef-
forts by d of both par-
ties to reduce the role of nuclear wTrump
weapons in US defenses and presses
strategy Obamaon

Trump's statement, in 8 mid- jgrap] A4
afternoon Twitter post, may
have been a response to President Viadimir Putin
of Russia, who in a speech to his military's leader-
ship in Moscow earlier Thursday vowed to
strengthen Russia’s nuclear missiles.

Putin said nuclear forces needed to be bol-
stered so they could “reliably penetrate any exist-
ing and prospective missile defense systems,” ap-
parently a reference to the Pentagon's efforts to
develop systems capable of shooting down nucle-
ar-armed rockets.

Shortly after Putin's comments were reported
by the news media, Trump said on Twitter that
the United States must “strengthen and I
its nuclear forces “umntil such time as the world
comes to its senses regarding nukes” He did not

NUCLEAR ARSENAL. Page A11

Sampson
breaks silence
on ’01 killings
Statement meant to show

remorse before sentencing
By Milton J. Valencia

GLOBE STAFF

After 15 years of trials and court proceedings,
admitted serial killer Gary Lee Sampson made
his first public staternent in court Thursday as s
Jjury considers whether to sentence him to death.

He put on his reading glasses, lifted himself
from the chair at the defense table in Courtroom
l’iol’meﬁdemlmunm“semmﬂa Boston, and

ddressed the jury in a 45

meant to show remarse for the uuee murders he

The 11,000-square-foot skating loop has been a popular feature of the winter village, and has helped to enliven the plaza.

By Meghan E. Irons

GLOE STAFT

of red bricks, the “Boston Winter® vil-  Hall. only in Enrope”

lage has emerged as a hit this holiday

The urban p]ax‘a. econceived as a

Patrons bundled in scarves and  season, organizers say, attracting thou-  gathering spot for festive occasions, has
sweaters swamped the lines inside the sands of visitors, incdluding some who  been the bane of previous mayors who
holiday village, while children swished  can’t help but compare it to similar at-  struggled to invigorate it. Former may-
. tractions in New York and Europe. or Thomas M. Menino, weary of look-

Could this be the once-barren City ~ “It's aboat time we have something  ing out at “the city’s living room” ance
Hall Plaza that has confounded mayors  like this” said Kara Levy, a 26 year-old  launched a contest for ideas on how to
visitor to the village. “I've definitely enliven it, but the reinvention never
Displayed across that broad expanse  never seen anything like this at City

around a glant ice skating loop.

fior decades?

WINTER VILLAGE, Page A14.

in one week in 2001

In 123 words, he noted each life that he took.

Jomathan Rizzo, a 19-year-oMd college student,
offered to give him a ride one night that summer.
“It hurt me to know | took his life, a life of a
young man* Sampson said softly.

Philip MeCloskey, a 65-year-old ptumber from
Tannton, had picked up a hitchhiking Sampson
on his way to Weymouth. “1 took his life and de-
stroyed his family. | hurt his family and so many
more,” Sampson said, stumbling over his words.

Lates, he killed 58-year-old Robert “El" Whit-
SAMPSOM, Page AS

Staying green
Friday: Suniry, seasonable.
High 41-16. Low 32-37.

Saturday: Rain early.
High 43-18. Low 30-35.

High tide: 6:41 a.m, T:08 pm.

Complete report, BS. per

DAVID LEY/FARAMOUNT FICTURES
Sunrise: 7:11 Sunset: 4:16 i b4 “Fences™ is close to filmed theater, but two titanic
Demizel i

and Viola Davis,

by
more than make up for it, writes critic Ty Burr. G1.

An analyst who plays a starring role

As chief of staff,
Koh never far
from spotlight

The third of three profiles of
the advisers closest to Magor
Martin ). Walsh as he embarks
o hiz bid for resloction.

By Andrew Ryan
GLOBE STAFY

Dan Koh wants to ron. May-

be for Congress. Maybe for an-

other office.
“I'd be disingenuous,” said

N s ahing v, ropfebat Baston is not required to a teammate was severely in-
e e services o jured in a car erash. BL
BostonGlobe.com the same rules as taxi com-
SR panies, a lederal judge ruledd Eric Trump is suspending the
< A5 B in dismissing a suit by a operations of his charitable

Suggested retail price
§1.50
B2.00 catside Metro Beston
§2.50 in Florida

I i

o475

group of cab ewners. CL

to the melting point, causing
& huge loss in sea ice. AG.

A Falmouth High School
hockey player was killed ard

foundation after facing ques-
tions about danor access to
the first famity. AZ.

that bilked a custormer cut of
maore than $1 million, 3 law-
suit contends. CL

www.ehook 30

the mayor’s 31-year-old chief of
staff, “if 1 said I'd never thought
about it"

Has the campaign already

? Is that why Koh 5o often

finds himself in the spotlight?
Or does that reflect the mind-
meld that has grown between
Koh and Mayor Martin J. Walsh
— a boss happy to relinguish
the starring role?

‘Think about it: Why was the
chief of staff on stage, talking
ahout his hJ.g idea for a base-

‘He's picked up alot
of my passion for politics.”
MAYOR MARTIN 1 WALSH, referring fo aide Dan Koh (above)

hall-like batting average to mea-
sure City Hall performance?
\'u'h»'was Koh surrounded by

Imeeling at the Boston
\maﬂmnﬁnuh line, proposing

to his girlfriend? (The mayor's
press affice helped corral media

Chiefs of staff usnally work
KOM, Page A%
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